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This guidance is purely informative and cannot be separated from existing legislation. Despite of the 
efforts made constructing this guidance, errors cannot be excluded. The FPS Health, Food Chain Safety 
and Environment cannot be taken responsible for the damage using this guidance may cause. 
Regional or other federal rules that apply related to plant protection products remain in force. 
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The resistance code is the code associated with active substances that have caused the 
development of resistance in a population of pests. These codes are determined by one of 
the Resistance Action Committees (RACs) administered by the international professional 
association of agrochemical companies CropLife International. 

Improving the content and visibility of information 
From 2019, the Service Plant Protection Products and Fertilisers has standardised these 
mentions in the form of a simple to understand SPa1 sentence, which is mentioned on the 
authorisation certificate whenever this sentence is relevant. 

"SPa1: To avoid the development of resistance, alternate the use of this product with others 
having a different mode of action. The HRAC / IRAC / FRAC code (s) for the mode of action of 
the active substance (s) of this product is (are) X (and Y)."/"SPa1: Pour éviter le 
développement de résistance, alterner l'emploi de ce produit avec d'autres ayant un mode 
d'action différent. Le (ou les) code(s) HRAC / IRAC / FRAC pour le mode d'action de la (ou des) 
substance(s) active(s) de ce produit est (sont) X (et Y)."/"SPa1: Om resistentieopbouw te 
voorkomen moet u dit product afwisselen met producten met een ander 
werkingsmechanisme. De HRAC/IRAC/FRAC code(s) voor het werkingsmechanisme van de 
werkzame stof(fen) van dit product is (zijn) X (en Y)." 

It is recommended that labels of all products display a black 
and white frame. Recommendations for the content and 
layout of this frame are as follows: 

• A title should appear above this frame with that text: “Mode d'action / 
Werkingsmechanisme” (when it includes a resistance code) for clarity. This title should 
always be in French and Dutch. 

• The 1st column should include the acronym(s) for Resistance Action Committees 
("HRAC", "FRAC" or "IRAC") from the SPa1 sentence (when present) or the word 
"GROUP" in capital letters in black font on a white background.  

• The 2nd column should include the resistance code(s) from the SPa1 sentence (when 
present). 

• The 3rd column should include for each active substance associated with a resistance 
code, the word HERBICIDE (or FUNGICIDE or INSECTICIDE or NEMATICIDE) in capital 
letters in black font on a white background. This is the nature of the corresponding 
active substance. This information should appear in French and Dutch separated with 
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a "/". If this information is the same in both languages, it does not need to be 
repeated. If place is limited on the visible sides of the label, it is acceptable to mention 
the nature in only one language (French, Dutch or English). 

• When the product does not contain a substance with which a resistance code is 
associated, or for products for non-professional users, this black and white frame is 
not necessary. For products for non-professional users the SPa1 sentence, when 
present, should at least appear in other product information, such as the product 
leaflet. 

• The appropriate letter(s) or number(s) representing the Mode of Action (MoA) 
group(s) of each active constituent(s) are to be inserted between the words GROUP 
(or (HRAC/FRAC/IRAC) and HERBICIDE, FUNGICIDE, NEMATICIDE or INSECTICIDE. If 
different active substances contained in the product belong to different categories 
among these: herbicides and / or fungicides and / or insecticides, the rectangle (text 
frame) will contain a separate line of information for each of these three categories 
which is present.  

• The information will appear in capital letters of a clearly defined font (e.g. Arial or 
Calibri) in a black rectangle. The characters will have a minimum size of 2 mm high 
while the resistance code will have a minimum size of 4 mm high. In the 1st and 3rd 
columns, the characters will be black on a white background. In the 2nd column, 
conversely, the characters will be white on a black background. If place is limited on 
the visible sides of the label (for packagings of up to 0.5 L or kg), there will be flexibility 
on this requirement up to 1.2 mm high. 

• A position on a visible side of the label is required. This is usually a place next to the 
CLP table. 

In addition to mode of action number labelling, it is strongly recommended to include 
guidance on the management of resistance on the product label that is in agreement with 
recommendations of the Resistance Action Committees (RACs). Wording of this guidance on 
the management of resistance should fit to remarks that might have been issued in the 
context of the efficacy evaluation. 

Examples 

Mode d'action / Werkingsmechanisme 

HRAC 9 | 12 HERBICIDE 

Or 

Mode d'action / Werkingsmechanisme 

http://www.fytoweb.be/
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GROUP 9 | 12 HERBICIDE 
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